
  Lesson Plan Format  

Teacher: Steven Herrera 

Title: Cell phone Photography 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Brief History/ Background:  
iPhoneography is the act of creating photos with an iPhone, where the images have been both shot and 
processed on the iOS device. iPhoneography has grown since 2007, when the original iPhone with 2-
megapixel camera was released. Photographer Damon Winter used Hipstamatic to make photos of the war 
in Afghanistan, for which he won prizes. Also in Afghanistan, in 2011, photojournalist David Guttenfelder 
used an iPhone and the Polarize application. 

Standards:  
• 3.4.B. Technology and Society 
• 9.1. Production, Performance and Exhibition of Dance, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts 
• 9.3. Critical Response  
• 9.4. Aesthetic Response 
• 15.4 Computer and Information Technologies 
  

Goal: Produce 10 images 

Objectives: Identify desired learning outcomes (cognitive, affective, and psychomotor) you want students to gain 
from lesson activity. 

Students will: 
• Be able to critique photographs 
• Produce a portfolio of images 
• Identify techniques 
• differentiate between photographs shot with dslr (etc) and Phones 



• Use traditional editing skills in mobile device 

Requirements: 
• Download Snapseed onto cell device 
• Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZVyNjKSr0M ( 9 Photo Composition Tips ) 
• Learn what your cell phone is capable of doing and if there are any manual settings. 
• Use two random images in snapseed, in order to understand someone the basics of the app 
•

Resources/Materials/Visual Aids:  
Youtube 
Red Bull Mobile Photography  
AP Photographers  
Pulizer Prize Mobile Photography  
Instagram 

Supplies/Materials:  
Cell phone  
Computer with Projector 

Teacher Preparation: 
• Slide show presentation on cell photography 
• Understanding limits of each phone in the classroom 
• Slide show on Snapseed 

Teaching: 
Introduction:  
• Does using a mobile device change the meaning of photography? 
• What makes something a good photograph 
• Can you call yourself a photographer if you camera is a cell phone?  
Directions: List Step-by-Step or “How-to-Do” of your lesson 
Closure: (Conclusion or Wrap-up to lesson to reinforce learning) 

Critique/Evaluation/Assessment:  
Class critique and discussion  

Adaptations for ELL and Special Needs Students:  
Visual directions  
Video Directions 
Extensions: Shoot more images for portfolio  

Time Budget: 
Class 1: 
5 mins: Discussion 
10 mins: Introduction to cell photography 
20 mins: Understanding the camera 
5 mins: Discussion of difference of a dslr and a cell phone 
5 mins: wrap up and clean up 

Class 2: 
5 mins: Discussion 
10 mins: Introduction to cell phone editing 
20 mins: Understanding Snapseed 
5 mins: Discussion of difference of photoshop and snapseed 
5 mins: wrap up and clean up  

Class 3:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZVyNjKSr0M


5 mins: Discussion 
30 mins: Shooting 
5 mins: Discussion on troubles and difficulties 
5 mins: wrap up and clean up 

Class 4 & 5: 
5 mins: Discussion 
35 mins: Critique 
5 mins: Wrap up 

Vocabulary: 

Safety Concerns:  

Bibliography/References: 
Youtube 
Red Bull Mobile Photography  
AP Photographers  
Pulizer Prize Mobile Photography  
Instagram 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snapseed 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QnQh4NQhIw



  Exploring the Medium (Critique) 

Teacher: Steven Herrera 

Title: Exploring the Medium 
Grade Level: Highschool (10-12th grade) 

Brief History/ Background: Photography is the science, art, application and practice of creating durable 
images by recording light or other electromagnetic radiation, either electronically by means of an image 
sensor, or chemically by means of a light-sensitive material such as photographic film. Photography has 
many types of genres and styles, from fashion to street, to commercial, to fine art photography requires 
different skills for different results. 

Standards:  
9.1.12.A: Production:Know and use the elements and principles of each art form to create works in the 
arts and humanities.  
9.3.12.A: Critical Response: Explain and apply the critical examination processes of works in the arts and 
humanities. 
9.4.12.A: Aesthetic Response: Evaluate an individual’s philosophical statement on a work in the arts and 
its relationship to one’s own life based on knowledge and experience. 

Goal: Produce a portfolio of 10 photographs. 

Objectives:  
Students will: 

1. Identify the styles of production in photographs they choose 
2. Explain how their chosen photographer worked 
3. Explain how their chosen style of photography differentiates between their own style 

Requirements: Students are required to produce two portfolios that each include 5 images of their chosen 
styles. They have 2 weeks to do the first 5 images. Then the following 2 weeks to do the other 5 images.  

Resources/Materials/Visual Aids:  
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/types-of-photography.html 
http://photographyualawardbethanycobb.blogspot.com/2013/10/photographic-genres.html 
https://www.flickr.com/groups/robnunnphoto/discuss/72157623089446422/ 
http://thediscerningphotographer.com/developing-photographic-style/ 
http://www.thepolarroute.com/2013/07/finding-your-photographic-style/ 
http://photography.tutsplus.com/articles/10-top-tips-to-help-define-your-personal-photographic-
style--photo-7398 
http://www.luminous-landscape.com/columns/aesthetics9.shtml 
http://www.masters-of-photography.com/index.html 
http://www.hongkiat.com/blog/50-great-photographers-you-should-know/ 
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2014/03/winners-of-the-2014-sony-world-photography-
awards-part-i/100700/ 
http://www.jaymaisel.com/biography/ 

Supplies/Materials: Camera 

Teacher Preparation: Presentation 

http://www.buzzle.com/articles/types-of-photography.html
http://photographyualawardbethanycobb.blogspot.com/2013/10/photographic-genres.html
https://www.flickr.com/groups/robnunnphoto/discuss/72157623089446422/
http://thediscerningphotographer.com/developing-photographic-style/
http://www.thepolarroute.com/2013/07/finding-your-photographic-style/
http://photography.tutsplus.com/articles/10-top-tips-to-help-define-your-personal-photographic-style--photo-7398
http://www.luminous-landscape.com/columns/aesthetics9.shtml
http://www.masters-of-photography.com/index.html
http://www.hongkiat.com/blog/50-great-photographers-you-should-know/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2014/03/winners-of-the-2014-sony-world-photography-awards-part-i/100700/
http://www.jaymaisel.com/biography/


Teaching: 
Introduction: Small group and large group discussion and critique 
Directions:  
1. Look on screen to see what group students belong to 
2. In small groups each person has 7 Minutes to discuss their photograph 
3. Once every person in group has gone, large group discussion 

Closure: Explain the importance of trying new styles of photography. Remind students of the 
second part of the assignment  

Critique/Evaluation/Assessment: Class critique and presentation   

Adaptations for ELL and Special Needs Students:  

Extensions: 
None 

Time Budget:  
4x 1hour classes 
Plus after school and weekend camera rentals  

Vocabulary:  
Metering is the brains behind how your camera determines the shutter speed and aperture, based on 
lighting conditions and ISO speed. 

Safety Concerns:  
Lost gear 

Bibliography/References: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m3bflC1WsKpCzeiDUERlSxlonD2rcjHjtWfpaDXZT7k/edit 



Condensed Lesson Plan Format for Media Presentations

Teacher: Steven Herrera

Title: Flyaway Removal

Grade Level: Middle or Secondary

Historical Connection:  Richard Avedon, Iriving Penn

Standards: 9.1

Goal: Edit a photograph of all flyaways

Objectives: 
1. Be able to recognize different tools in photoshop
2. Apply skills to alter image
3. Be able to critique own and classmates images

Supplies/Materials:  Computer, Photoshop

Teaching:
Introduction:  Are the images we see in magazines real or fake? Are they manipulated to sell 
something? 
Directions: 
Open a photograph in Photoshop

1. Once in Photoshop, click on your layer and press command J to make a copy 
2. Press W, the short cut for the magic wand  
3. Make a selection of the hair of the model by clicking on the hair and dragging over hair 

area  
4. Click on refine edge, and under view, ensure it is on black  
5. Click on smart radius  
6. Click on decontaminate colors, ensure output is new layer with layer mask  
7. Return to image and brush the edge using your mouse. Pay special attention to where the 

flyaways are.  Press OK 
8. Press command and click on the mask icon in layer section.  
9. Create a new layer, shortcut command shift N  
10. Click command, shift “I” to invert. Once there, click the letter S and make sure sample 

says all layers.  
11. Use clone stamp to remove the flyaways by clicking on an empty space with option click, 

then start removing the flyaways.  
12. Repeat pressing control and click over the area to cover flyaways.  
13. Once complete, press command D to reselect everything, and command, option, shift, E 

to create a new layer with your new adjustments.  



Closure: How can this skill help you in your artwork? Does this technique change how you see 
advertisements?

Critique/Evaluation/Assessment: Slide show of students work 

Adaptations for ELL and Special Needs Students: Video of process and/or printed directions 
with step by step guide 

Vocabulary: See attached sheet

Safety Concerns: 

Bibliography/References: 
youtube
http://tricky-photoshop.com/refine_edge_tool/ 
http://blog.creativelive.com/how-to-fix-flyaways-in-photoshop/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fv1m7_zuwBY&t=218s

http://tricky-photoshop.com/refine_edge_tool/
http://blog.creativelive.com/how-to-fix-flyaways-in-photoshop/


  Manual Mode 

Teacher: Steven Herrera 

Title: Manual Mode 
Grade Level: Highschool 

Brief History/ Background: Photography is the science, art, application and practice of creating durable 
images by recording light or other electromagnetic radiation, either electronically by means of an image 
sensor, or chemically by means of a light-sensitive material such as photographic film. 

Standards:  
9.1: Production 
9.3: Critical Response 
9.4: Aesthetic Response 

Goal: Produce photographs that are backlit using manual mode 

Objectives: Identify desired learning outcomes (cognitive, affective, and psychomotor) you want students to gain 
from lesson activity. 

Students will: 
1. Identify the use of manual mode on their cameras 
2. Explain how metering works 
3. Differentiate between different modes  

Requirements: Students are required to produce 3 photographs that are all backlit. 1 image exposed for 
the background, subject, and one image using fill light 

Resources/Materials/Visual Aids: Powerpoint 

Supplies/Materials: Camera 

Teacher Preparation: Presentation 

Teaching: 
Introduction: Discussion about previous lessons and previous work and the modes we used 
Directions:  
1. Show powerpoint on Manual mode 
2. Hands on demo of backlighting 

Closure: “What is metering” “What is the exposure triangle” “What are some artistic outcomes 
of manual mode” 

Critique/Evaluation/Assessment: Class critique and presentation   

Adaptations for ELL and Special Needs Students:  

Extensions: 

Time Budget:  
1 hour for presentation and discussion 
1 hour for shooting 



Vocabulary:  
Metering is the brains behind how your camera determines the shutter speed and aperture, based on 
lighting conditions and ISO speed. 

Safety Concerns:  

Bibliography/References: 
http://www.canonoutsideofauto.ca/play/ 
http://camerasim.com/apps/original-camerasim/web// 
http://www.cambridgeincolour.com/tutorials/camera-metering.htm 

http://www.canonoutsideofauto.ca/play/
http://camerasim.com/apps/original-camerasim/web//


  One Point Perspective (Final Drawing) 

Teacher: Steven Herrera 

Title: One Point Perspective (final drawing) 

Grade Level: 9th grade 

Brief History/ Background: In the graphic arts is an approximate representation, on a flat surface (such 
as paper), of an image as it is seen by the eye. The two most characteristic features of perspective are that 
objects are smaller as their distance from the observer increases; and that they are subject to 
foreshortening, meaning that an object's dimensions along the line of sight are shorter than its dimensions 
across the line of sight. 

Standards:  
9.1.8.C: Identify and use comprehensive vocabulary within each of the arts forms.9.3.12.A: Critical 
Response: Explain and apply the critical examination processes of works in the arts and humanities. 

9.1.8.H: Demonstrate and maintain materials, equipment and tools safely at work and performance 
spaces. 

9.3.8.D: Evaluate works in the arts and humanities using a complex vocabulary of critical response. 

Goal: Create a 24x36in one point drawing of the classroom 

Objectives:  
Students will: 

1. Identify the concepts in one point perspective  
2. Explain how orthogonal, vertical and horizontal lines work in perspective drawings. 
3. Demonstrate proper execution of skills 

Requirements: Students are required to produce a 24x36in drawing of a section of the classroom.  

Resources/Materials/Visual Aids:  
https://scienceleadership.instructure.com/courses/2213/files/332930/download?wrap=1 
http://www.olejarz.com/arted/perspective/ 
http://www.olejarz.com/arted/perspective/ 
https://scienceleadership.instructure.com/courses/2213/files/329454/download?wrap=1 

Supplies/Materials: Pencil, Rulers, Eraser.  

Teacher Preparation: Class discussion and walk through of beginning steps 

Teaching: 
Introduction: Recap of previous assignments and introduction to requirements of final assignment. 
Directions:  
1. Begin with a ceiling line 1/3 down the paper 
2. Mark off ceiling tiles at 1 inch for every tile 
3. Draw side walls 
4. Use artistic eye or proportion to find floor line 
5. Find Vanishing point  
6. Draw othrogonals from vanishing point 

https://scienceleadership.instructure.com/courses/2213/files/332930/download?wrap=1
http://www.olejarz.com/arted/perspective/
http://www.olejarz.com/arted/perspective/
https://scienceleadership.instructure.com/courses/2213/files/329454/download?wrap=1


Closure: Remind students they have to use resources to figure out the rest of the project. They 
have to: 

1. Look at resources 
2. Ask a friend  
3. Google 
4. Teacher 

Critique/Evaluation/Assessment: Class presentation   

Adaptations for ELL and Special Needs Students:  
Working on smaller paper. Larger rulers 

Extensions: 
None 

Time Budget:  
6 x 1hour classes. 
Plus time during lunch periods. 

Vocabulary:  

foreshorten: to reduce or distort (parts of a represented object that are not parallel to the picture plane) in 
order to convey the illusion of three-dimensional space as perceived by the human eye: often done 
according to the rules of perspective. 

Orthogonal: It refers to perspective lines, drawn diagonally along parallel lines that meet at a so-called 
vanishing point. 

Safety Concerns:  

Bibliography/References: 
https://scienceleadership.instructure.com/courses/2213/files/332930/download?wrap=1 
http://www.olejarz.com/arted/perspective/ 
http://www.olejarz.com/arted/perspective/ 
https://scienceleadership.instructure.com/courses/2213/files/329454/download?wrap=1
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